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Rodger Deppermann of Trivoli harvests soybeans Tuesday on the land of Keith Wagler a few miles west of Trivoli. Deppermann said he only had 
approximately 11 acres left to harvest, usually completing the 40 acres in just one day. This year’s soybean crop in central Illinois looks to be 
average. Fewer acres of soybeans were planted in 2007 in Illinois and across the U.S. because of demands for corn to feed the nation’s grow-
ing number of ethanol plants and the corresponding increase in corn prices. ¢ RELATED STORY, PAGE B1
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Members question the need 
for sudden 20 percent increase

BY JOHN SHARP
OF THE JOURNAL STAR

PEORIA — Illinois American Water 
Co.’s proposed 20 percent water rate 
increase for its Peoria customers faced 
criticism from members of  the City 
Council on Tuesday.

Council members questioned the wa-
ter company’s need for the hike, which 
they claim is one of  the largest the util-
ity has proposed in recent memory. 

Illinois American representatives 
attended the council’s meeting to pres-
ent the reasoning behind the increase 
and answered questions from council 
members. 

“That is your largest rate increase in 
27 years,” 3rd District Councilman Bob 
Manning said. “You’re outdoing your-
self  with this 20 percent increase. The 
good thing is that on the heels of  Ame-
renCILCO (electrical rate increase), 20 
percent is actually pretty good. Con-
gratulate yourself  on that.”

Illinois American representatives, 
including President Karla Teasley, pre-
sented their case, saying it was needed 
to offset rising operations and mainte-
nance costs and a “signifi cant invest-
ment” in Peoria’s water district. 

Ed Grubb, the water company’s man-
ager of  rates and regulation for the 
central region, said the increases are, 
in part, to help offset nearly $16.5 mil-
lion spent in Peoria since 2003, the last 
time a water rate increase went into 
effect. He also said the rate increase 
is to meet the company’s targeted 11.25 
percent return on equity.

Council 
dips into 

water 
hike plan

Program will allow customers
to pay prices based on usage

BY ADRIANA COLINDRES
OF GATEHOUSE NEWS SERVICE 

SPRINGFIELD — Residential custom-
ers of  AmerenCILCO, AmerenCIPS 
and AmerenIP now have the option of  
enrolling in a “real-time pricing” pro-

gram, which would let 
them pay hourly, mar-
ket-based prices for 
electricity instead of  
traditional fl at rates.

The result could be 
lower electricity costs 
for some consumers, 

depending on how much power they 
use and when they use it. 

The Ameren Illinois utilities un-
veiled the program, called Power 
Smart Pricing, on Tuesday. 

“Bottom line is it is another tool, 
another option that I think provides 
our residential customers with the 
opportunity to take an active role in 
managing their electricity usage and 

Want to cut 
your electric 
bill this year?

Study fi nds water has high 
levels of bacteria separate 
from stormwater overfl ow

BY TERRY BIBO
OF THE JOURNAL STAR

PEORIA —  Even if  the city of  Peoria 
spends millions of  dollars to upgrade 
its sewer system, the Illinois River will 
have high bacteria levels.

“What we found is: There’s some-
thing coming at us from upstream,” 

says Public Works Director David 
Barber.

The city conducted tests of  the 
Illinois River this past spring and 
summer as part of  its efforts to meet 
environmental regulations. Peoria 
has a combined sewage/stormwater 
sewer system which sometimes sends 
outfl ows (CSOs) including raw sewage 
directly into the river at 15 locations 
from Spring Street to Darst Street. The 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
has been cracking down on such sys-
tems around the country, which has 

cost some communities millions of  
dollars. 

Information from the water study 
will be presented to The Clean River 
Committee from noon to 1:30 p.m. 
today at the Greater Peoria Sanitary 
District. The CRC was formed this 
spring to assist the city’s Public Works 
Department as it comes up with a CSO 
plan before the December 2008 federal 
deadline. 

Among other things, Peoria’s pre-
liminary test results show the Illinois 
River water has bacteria levels above 

the state standards for safe swimming 
regardless of  the CSOs. For example, 
water sampled above Detweiller Ma-
rina had high bacteria levels. All of  
the city CSOs are downriver from that 
point. 

“Our CSOs aren’t a contributor up-
stream from the marina,” said Barber. 

Even when it rains, Peoria’s sewer 
system is only one factor in the bac-
teria level. The study included a June 
rainstorm which had three inches of  

Sewer upgrade won’t solve river problems

BY ANDY KRAVETZ
OF THE JOURNAL STAR

PEORIA — The appeal of  a Peoria 
County drunken driving convic-
tion could determine whether 
prosecutors can pull a commonly 
used fi eld sobriety test out of  their 
arsenal at trial.

The Illinois Supreme Court 
recently found Peoria County 
Judge Jerelyn Maher improperly 

allowed the results of  a horizon-
tal gaze nystagmus (HGN) test 
to be used at trial four years ago 
without fi rst holding a hearing as 
to whether the test was based on 
sound science.

The test is based upon the prem-
ise that if  a person has been drink-
ing, his or her pupils would not 
follow a pen or a fi nger smoothly.

The unanimous Sept. 20 deci-

sion stopped short of  throwing 
out Joanne McKown’s conviction 
but sent her case back to Peoria 
County for a hearing where ex-
perts on both sides will testify as 
to whether the HGN test passes 
scientifi c muster.

HGN tests have been used for 
years and are considered a good 
indication of  whether a person is 
drunk, but often they are accompa-
nied by other fi eld sobriety results 
or chemical tests. McKown’s case, 
however, appeared to use the HGN 
test almost exclusively to fi nd that 
she was intoxicated on June 8, 
2002, when her car collided with 

three motorcycles on Maher Road.
A hearing will be scheduled 

within 90 days, and a judge — ei-
ther Maher or another one — will 
decide if  the test is “generally ac-
cepted as a reliable indicator of  al-
cohol impairment.” Regardless of  
the decision, the matter goes back 
to the state Supreme Court, which 
will have the fi nal say.

The high court’s ruling could 
settle the dispute once and for all 
in Illinois.
“I am tickled to death not only 
for my client, but now we get to 

DUI eye test under fi re
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Peoria County woman’s case may determine 
if common method can be used in the future
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