
After experiencing an up and down 
fi rst year, teacher switches schools

BY CLARE JELLICK
OF THE JOURNAL STAR

BARTONVILLE — First-grade 
teacher Laura Young ushered 
her kids into the summer with 
a goodbye that was short, to 
the point and free of  any sen-
timentality.

It wasn’t because she was 
void of  emotion. In fact, the 
situation was quite the oppo-
site. She could feel the tears 
coming, and a mushy goodbye 
would have set them loose.

“Can we please listen? This 
is the last time I’m going to 
talk to you. That’s it. OK, don’t 
open your report cards until 
you get home. It will tell you 
what grades you’re going to 
be in. Whatever grade you’re 
in, you’re going to have a new 
teacher, and it’s going to be 
so much fun. All right. Have 
a good summer,” Young said 
before the kids walked out of  
her classroom Friday.

This was not your usual “I’ll 
see you next year” goodbye. 
This goodbye was for real. 

EDITOR’S 
NOTE: The Jour-
nal Star has 
followed Laura 
Young through 
her fi rst year of 
teaching. This 
story takes a 
look at what 
she has ac-
complished and 
what the future 
may hold. 
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Humor & Wisdom
Clinton mixes message of unity with jokes at Knox College graduation

S t o r y  b y  K E V I N  S A M P I E R    P h o t o g r a p h s  b y  A D A M  G E R I K    o f  t h e  J o u r n a l  S t a r

GALESBURG 

W ith thoughtful 
advice for the 
future and a 
keen sense of  
humor about 

himself  and politics, former 
President Bill Clinton gave 
Knox College graduates some-
thing to think about Saturday.

Clinton delivered the com-
mencement speech at Knox, 
where more than 4,500 people 
and the 205 attending gradu-
ates heard the nation’s 42nd 
president stress the importance 
of  unity, tolerance and working 
together.

“The most important thing I 
learned is that every human be-
ing on Earth, genetically, is 99.9 
percent the same,” Clinton said. 
“Go fi gure.”

He described scientifi c efforts 
to unlock the secrets of  the hu-
man genome that were happen-
ing during his two terms, from 
1993 through 2000, in the White 
House.

The work led to the discovery 
that each human is 99.9 percent 
the same, Clinton said as he 
stressed the need for tolerance 
and cooperation between differ-
ent groups of  people.

“Every difference you see 
between you and someone else,” 
including the color of  a person’s 

skin, “is rooted in one-tenth of  
1 percent of  your genetic make 
up.”

Clinton noted passages from 
the Bible, Quran, Torah and 
other religious books that con-
tain similar lessons on toler-
ance and mutual respect.

“We really can’t do anything 
alone,” Clinton said. “All that 
ancient wisdom is confi rmed in 

the human genome.”
Clinton was given an honor-

ary doctor of  humane letters 
degree from the college. He is 
the second U.S. president, either 
eventual or former, to receive 
an honorary degree from Knox. 
The fi rst was Abraham Lincoln 
in 1860.

His address was also sprin-
kled with humorous anecdotes 

that prompted hearty laughs 
and applause from the crowd.

Clinton didn’t shy away from 
the fact comedian and TV show 
host Stephen Colbert gave the 
Knox commencement speech 
last year and has since poked 
fun at Clinton for “riding his 
coattails.”

Clinton said the college gave 
Lincoln an honorary degree be-
cause they wanted to give him a 
political boost.

“One hundred and sixty years 
later, you give Stephen Colbert 
a degree to give his ratings a 
boost,” he said.

“In 2007, you’re giving me a 
degree so I can be attacked by 
Stephen Colbert,” said a smil-
ing Clinton to thunderous ap-
plause.

Clinton also joked about his 
status as a former president.

“Good news is, you can say 
whatever you want. Bad news 
is, no one cares what you have 
to say anymore.”

Clinton    was    presented  the

Real
danger, 
or cry

 for help?
Pekin school board must decide 

if teen’s actions warrant expulsion

The school board for Pekin Grade School 
District 108 has tough questions to con-
sider Monday night.

Did a student at Edison 
Junior High School boast 
legitimate plans to kill him-
self  and at least three other 
classmates? Or was he merely 
indulging in private fantasies 
as a way to relieve stress from 
years of  bullying?

The answers will help the 
board vote whether to expel the 
14-year-old — a decision that 
could remove him from the stu-
dent body at Pekin Community 
High School next year. 

The student’s parents understand the initial 
alarm by school administrators and fellow 
parents regarding the teen’s written plans: an 
at-home journal of  meticulous, hand-written 
lists, procedures and drawings regarding pipe 
bombs, gunfi re and other mayhem at Edison. 
Indeed, the Journal Star’s close examination of  
the boy’s journal — heretofore kept under wraps 
by the school and police — reveal reverential 
references to Adolf  Hitler and the Columbine 
killers. 

The teen has been suspended from Edison 
since the journal came to light nearly four 
weeks ago. But the boy and his parents (who had 
known nothing about the journal until notifi ed 
by police) call the journal pure escapism by a 
youth ravaged by anxiety and depression — yet 
one who poses no threat to anyone. 

Still, the parents fear that media accounts 
might have poisoned the school board from mak-
ing an objective decision about expulsion.

His stepmother says, “The only thing that is 
out there is, ‘Here is this monster who was go-
ing to kill these kids.’ ”
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Former President Bill Clinton lets loose a hearty laugh to comments from Knox College President Roger Taylor, right, as he’s con-
ferred an honorary doctorate of humane letters during commencement ceremonies Saturday morning in Galesburg. Clinton stressed 
unity in his commencement address to 205 attending graduates and 4,500 others in front of Knox’s Old Main building.

Former President Clinton visits with the crowd as he makes 
his way to the stage for Saturday’s commencement ceremony 
at Knox College in Galesburg.
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One more 
lesson: How 

to say goodbye

VIDEO REPORT
Log on for a multimedia presentation 
including additional photos, video 
and an audio fi le of former President 
Bill Clinton’s speech at Knox College.  
pjstar.com 
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